Pulmonary alveolar microlithiasis is a rare idiopathic disease characterised by microliths in the alveoli, first described by Friedrich showed no hypoxaemia.
The diagnosis was made by open lung biopsy in 27 of the cases and by cutting needle biopsy, bronchoalveolar lavage, and transbronchial biopsy in nine, four, and four respectively. Radiological findings alone were considered to be sufficient in 12. Bronchoalveolar lavage fluid showed microliths in four of six patients, and transbronchial biopsy provided adequate material for histological examination in two of three patients.'830343640 Discussion The mean age of our group was similar to that in the cases overall. Nine of our 52 patients were below the age of 18 (table 2) .4243 The geographical distribution of the patients in Turkey was heterogeneous. Although pulmonary alveolar microlithiasis has been reported from all over the world, 52 (23%) of the total of 225 cases now reported come from Turkey.36745 In addition, some of the patients reported from foreign countries were ethnic Turks. We therefore believe that pulmonary alveolar microlithiasis is more prevalent among Turkish people.4647 Some of the patients reported from other countries had been exposed to certain dusts. None of our patients had an obvious history of such eXOUe5-7 481 49 exposure.5
This review reports 52 cases of pulmonary alveolar microlithiasis from Turkey, 49 of which have previously been described only in 
